[Malignant fibrous histiocytoma of the rib: a case report of repetitive extensive resections and reconstruction of the chest wall].
A forty-seven-year-old woman visited our hospital in March 1987 suffering from the local recurrence of the tumor. Her right 7th and 8th rib had been resected 2 years and 11 months before because of the malignant fibrous histiocytoma (MFH) originated from the right 7th rib. In May 1987, wide resection of the right lateral chest wall and partial resection of the right diaphragm were done. Dacron meshed silicon plate (Silastic) and musculocutaneous flap of the right latissimus dorsi were used to reconstruct the chest wall. Seven months after the second operation, local recurrence occurred again on the anterior chest wall, involving the right diaphragm and right lower lobe of the lung. In March 1988, extensive resection of the anterior chest wall with partial resection of the right diaphragm and the right lower lobe was followed by reconstruction of the chest wall by Silastic. The patient recovered uneventfully without any respiratory disturbances after both operations which included wide resection of the chest wall. Multiple pulmonary metastases were found 4 months after the operation, and she died of respiratory failure 7 months after the final operation. Although MFH was one of the most common sarcomas of the soft tissues, only one case of the MFH originated from the rib had been reported previously in this country. Silastic was proved to be a useful prosthesis for the reconstruction of widely resected chest wall.